 
HBLB Small Projects Grant Funding Scheme - Application 2023

[image: image1.png]82 copernic -
@ -
Nctosyeon

{3~ g/ bl org uk/

~1| @searchweb  gsearch Deskiap: Al

[horserace betting levy board [search || [ satewwen ~

-2 | Eess -

@ wertty Safe -

Trantator (& Fashcards i) Word of the Day - [ The ot Word. ] Games

, optons ~

s T

P

P

Btome ~ [ Feecs ()

age - () Tooks -

Horserace Betting Levy Board

About the HBLB

News | Information |

Search

Levy Collection
Improving Horseracing

Advancing Veterinary
nce and Education

Supporting Breeds

Annual Report
Policy Statement

Codes of Practice on
Equine Diseases

Online Services

¥ Follow @LevyBoard

About the HBLB
The HBLB is a statutory body established by
the Betting Levy Act 1961 and now
operating in accordance with the provisions
of the Betting, Gaming and Lotteries Act
1963 (as amended). Uniike some other non-
departmental public bodies, the HBLB
receives no central Government grant-in-aid
and no National Lottery funding. Instead, it
is required by the Act to collect a statutory
levy from the horseracing business of
bookmakers and the Tote successor
company which it then distributes for the
improvement of horseracing and breeds of
horses and for the advancement of
veterinary science and education.

For the financial year 2011/12 the Levy was
distributed as follows:

Horseman

33,735

Integrity Services. 16,399
Racecourses 1533
Administration 2,622
Improvement of brasds 691
Vaterinary 507
Channl 4 Racing 85|
Trsining 10
Boint to Point 207

Prize Money
The HBLB provides some

4 50% of the total prize
money in each calendar
year.

Capital Fund
The HBLB supports the

improvement of racecourses

by way of interest-free
loans from its £51 milion
Capital Fund.

Integrity Services

The HBLB provides grants to racecourses to
help cover regulation and integrity costs
including camera patrol and photo finish
equipment and the fees charged by the
British Horseracing Authority for its services
such as raceday veterinary and security
officials and drug testing.

Breeders' Prizes
The promotion and success of British
breeding on a global scale is assisted by the
HBLB's provision of annual funding for a
Breeders' Prizes Scheme.

Industry Training and Education

The successful  breeding,
’ training and  racing  of
thoroughbreds relies  on

numerous grooms, riders and
jockeys with specialist skills
and  knowledge.  Their
recruitment and training is
substantially funded through
the Levy, as is Racing's schools education
programme.

Veterinary Science and Education

Codes of Practice
The latest advice for Strangles
Prevention is that ideally, all horses before
entering any stud or stable premises should
be blood tested for strangles antibodies, to
help assess whether they have been
previously challenged by contact with S.
equi and to help assess their risk status to
other horses.

Our 2012 funding rounds for research
projects and education awards are now
closed and funding decisions are expected
from mid September.

Betting Exchanges Consultation
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HORSERACE BETTING LEVY BOARD

Small Projects Grant Funding Scheme

Application Pack 2023
For projects to start in the twelve months from 1 April 2024
Notes for applicants:
1.
Eligibility  



NB The full Terms and Conditions appear below
1.1
Applications are open to individuals aged 18 and above and in permanent employment based in veterinary schools and institutes or other university departments.  The Small Projects Grant Scheme is also intended to be accessible to veterinary practitioners and others working in the Thoroughbred racing and breeding industry. 
1.2 
All proposed projects must be within the HBLB’s research scope.
1.3 Projects must be completed within one year, with an additional three months allowed for the report.   Funding will not be awarded to complete an unfinished project that has previously been supported by HBLB, although new work that follows on from a previous project and that requires proof of concept or pilot data to make a new advance may be considered.  
Contact HBLB for advice if necessary.
1.4 Re-submissions of an application may be considered, unless directed otherwise by HBLB.
1.5 Funding will be forfeit if the awarded project is delayed for more than nine months unless agreed otherwise with HBLB.  If the project is subsequently proposed to resume, a new application for funding will be required.

2.
Costs
2.1 Total project costs should not generally exceed £10k. Applications in excess of this amount may be considered only in exceptional circumstances, but no grant may exceed £50k.
2.2 Project budgets must be realistic.  Justification must be given for each cost requested.  
2.3 Information on eligible costs appear in the Terms and Conditions. 

2.4 Travel costs will only be considered for travel directly associated with the project as described in the application. Costs for travel for research visits/meetings/talk tours are ineligible. 
3. Use of Animals in Clinical Research

3.1 It is anticipated that this Scheme will often be used to support clinical research studies in both institutes and veterinary and associated paraprofessional private practice. 
3.2 The boundaries between clinical and experimental research are not always clearly defined and prospective applicants should seek the advice, and where relevant approval, of an Ethical Review Committee and/or Home Office inspector at the early stages of planning in order to clarify requirements. For more information, see Ethical Review for Practice-based Research: a report of a joint RCVS-BVA working party at http://www.rcvs.org.uk/publications/ethical-review-for-practice-based-research/?destination=%2Fpublications%2F
3.3 Most prospective research studies and some retrospective research studies will require approval prior to the project starting. Questionnaires to be sent to owners retrospectively must also have ethical approval. 
3.4 Clinical trials of novel medicines, including those licenced for use in other countries, generally require an Animal Test Certificate (ATC) issued by Veterinary Medicines Directorate. Full details can be found in the Veterinary Medicines Guidance Notes 6 (VMGN6) and related guidance on the VMD website at http://www.vmd.defra.gov.uk. Advice on specific cases is available from the VMD Licensing team on 01932 338439 or 336911. 
3.5 Conducting research without an intention to publicise the results more widely is difficult to justify ethically.  The International Association of Veterinary Editors has developed a set of guidelines on animal ethics and welfare for use and adoption by veterinary journals and journals publishing articles that involve animal studies: 
https://accountablejournalism.org/ethics-codes/consensus-author-guidelines-on-animal-ethics-and-welfare-for-editors which include the recommendation that studies using client-owned animals, must demonstrate a high standard (best practice) of veterinary care and involve informed client consent.
4. Use of animals in Experimental Research
4.1 The HBLB only supports work involving the use of animals on the basis that researchers and those administering the funding comply with legal provisions, plus any related codes of conduct or guidance issued by government departments and the specific conditions of licences and certificates. UK legislation and guidance relevant to animal research are listed on the NC3Rs website at http://www.nc3rs.org.uk/ 
4.2 A Home Office licence must be in place for the whole duration of the proposed project or a licence application must be in process.  Where an award has been recommended, no funds will be paid until a licence is in place for any work proposed for the duration of the project.
4.3 Work involving experimental procedures on animals performed outside the UK will not be funded.

5. 
Evaluation of Applications 

5.1
The HBLB is committed to ensuring that the evaluation process is carried out in a responsible, fair, non-discriminatory and transparent manner. Applications are evaluated by VAC members and the BHA is consulted on the relevance of the proposal to the industry. The following key criteria are used in evaluation. The listing does not imply any order of importance. Other criteria also apply. 

•   Scientific merit, approach and study design.

•   Relevance to the horse, particularly the Thoroughbred in racing, breeding or rearing.

•   Likely impact of the project on the care and management of the Thoroughbred.
•   Other factors, such as feasibility, budget and facilities.


For further information on the evaluation process, please contact the HBLB Equine Grants Team.

 

6.
Timetable 
6.1
Applications for Small Project Grants are open from 16 May 2023.
6.2
The deadline for submitting applications is 2pm Monday 11 September 2023.
6.3
Small project proposals will be evaluated for scientific rigour by the HBLB’s Veterinary Advisory Committee and for relevance to the racing, breeding and rearing of the Thoroughbred by industry stakeholders.
6.4
Awards are expected to be announced in February 2024.
[image: image2.jpg]



TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF SMALL PROJECT RESEARCH GRANTS COMMENCING FROM 1 APRIL 2024
Applying to grants for equine veterinary small research projects and programmes awarded by the HBLB to start in 2024, including grants funded by third parties, but administered by the HBLB.
1.
PURPOSE 
The Horserace Betting Levy Board ('the HBLB') makes grants to enable equine veterinary research projects ('the project' or 'projects') to be undertaken on the following terms and conditions.


2. 
AWARD OF GRANTS 

Grants are awarded for the duration of the project to the eligible institution with which the named applicant is associated whether as an employee or otherwise.  In this document, the definition ‘host institution' includes veterinary schools and institutes, universities, veterinary practitioners and other bodies or employers in the Thoroughbred racing and breeding industry.

3. 
DURATION OF PROJECTS 

Small projects should commence within twelve months of 1 April 2024, on a date to be agreed, and must be completed within one year of the commencement date. 

Extension to the duration of a project, at no additional cost to the HBLB, may be approved in special circumstances. Requests, with full justification, for any such extension for a specified period should be sent to the HBLB in writing (email accepted) at least four months before the project’s due completion date. Extensions are not valid until confirmed in writing in hard copy or email by the HBLB.


4. 
REPORTS 

For all projects the named applicant must submit a written final report and digital lay report (in PowerPoint format) no later than three months after the project’s agreed date of conclusion. The lay report will be in the public domain and should therefore not contain any information that is confidential or commercially sensitive (see section 14 below). 

The HBLB will specify the form which the report and presentation must take and the date by which it must be submitted. Failure to submit a final report or presentation when required may prove detrimental to future grant applications.

The named applicant must alert the HBLB of any changes or concerns arising during the project. Additional and interim reports may be required at the request of the HBLB’s Veterinary Advisory Committee (VAC), at any time and for any substantive reason. The HBLB reserves the right to terminate funding for the project should progress in the work of the project be found to be unsatisfactory to the VAC. 

5. 
EMPLOYMENT OF STAFF 

The HBLB is not the employer of staff engaged on projects which it supports, and accepts no liability for such staff (including compliance with, and claims for, compensation, under any statute or common law and health and safety requirements) beyond retrospective reimbursement of all or part of the individual’s salary, superannuation and national insurance at levels agreed by the HBLB. Such staff will be engaged under conditions set by the host institution, and in accordance with relevant legislation.

Any changes in scientific staff involved with the project should be notified to the HBLB in advance.

Where any individual employed on the project is registered for a PhD or other qualification for work associated with the project, the HBLB will not be liable for tuition fees or other fees, and will not provide funds for the time needed by the individual to write up the thesis or other form of dissertation. 

The named applicant must ensure that the objectives of the project are met and that any papers arising from the work are submitted to refereed journals within a reasonable period of the project's conclusion.

6. 
FINANCIAL MATTERS 

a. 
Responsibility
The named applicant is responsible for advising the host institution’s finance office of the approved grant for the project, the HBLB's Terms and Conditions of Small Project Research Grants and any variation to the grant approved by the HBLB.


The named applicant is responsible for ensuring that expenditure of the grant is within the amounts allowed under the headings in the agreed budget for the project and that claims to the HBLB for expenditure on the project do not exceed the grant approved by the HBLB under any circumstances.

b. 
Reimbursement (Expense Claims)
Any claims made to the HBLB for reimbursement of expenditure within the approved grant must be submitted in arrears, using the HBLB’s Small Grant Claim form (copy included with application pack) at quarterly intervals.  The HBLB should be advised if claims are delayed for any reason.

The HBLB will only reimburse expenditure in line with amounts approved within the grant. The agreed budgets under each heading are as specified in the application form or any agreed variation, save for the policies on under-expenditure and virement at 6d. and 6g. below.

c. 
Over-expenditure 

The HBLB will only reimburse expenditure up to the amount of the approved grant. Any over-expenditure is the responsibility of the applicant.

d. 
Under-expenditure
Amounts unspent after reimbursement of the final claim will become immediately unavailable to the project.

e. 
Under-provision
In exceptional circumstances only, the named applicant may request an increase in funding if a budget under-provision within the project was due to unforeseen circumstances. A full explanation of the need for the increase, quoting revised figures, will be required. 

The HBLB reserves the right to decline additional funding or terminate funding for the project, if it is not satisfied with the circumstances of the under-provision.
f. 
Modification of Grants
In approving a grant for a project, the HBLB reserves the right to reduce the amount requested by the applicant.


g. 
Virement
Transfer of any amount over £500 from the staff or animal cost headings to another heading in the agreed budget is not permitted without the HBLB’s prior written approval.  

Any amount may be transferred from the travel, consumables or equipment cost headings to another heading in the agreed budget without obtaining the HBLB’s prior written approval.  The named applicant is requested to report any such amendments to the HBLB. 

h. 
Disallowance of Expense Claims
The HBLB reserves the right to disallow claims, in full or in part, which it considers do not comply with these Terms and Conditions or the requirements of the Grant Claim form.


i. 
Control of Expenditure and Auditing
The control of expenditure under the HBLB’s grants must be governed by the normal standards and procedures of the host institution and must be covered by that institution’s formal audit arrangements.
HBLB reserves the right to perform spot checks on information held on funded projects to ensure that the terms and conditions of the grant are being adhered to following reasonable prior written notice. 
Please note that HBLB will examine the most recent published and audited accounts of any applicant institution in the course of assessing eligibility.  Where an application is received from an institution new to HBLB, evidence of the most recent professional accreditation may be requested, subject to reasonable prior written notice.
j. 
Final Claims
The final claim must be submitted to the HBLB within four months following the project’s agreed completion date. Final claims submitted later than this will not be reimbursed unless by prior arrangement with the HBLB.
Settlement of the final claim will be withheld until the final report and PowerPoint presentation is received by HBLB unless a later submission date is agreed with HBLB.

k. 
Eligible Costs 
Further detail is given in the table appearing below showing permissible expenditure for main and small research projects.  

 
7. 
EQUIPMENT PURCHASED UNDER A GRANT 

Where equipment is purchased with a grant from the HBLB, the equipment will be owned by the host institution.


Should the named applicant move to another institution during the life of the project, the HBLB reserves the right to require that the equipment be transferred to that institution with the named applicant.


The HBLB is liable only for equipment costs approved within the grant. All other costs (e.g. maintenance, insurance) and liabilities relating to equipment purchased with a grant, or provided by any other means for use in the project, are the responsibility of the host institution, except for recurrent costs that are dedicated to the project and provided for in the HBLB’s grant for the project.
8. 
OVERSEAS ACTIVITIES

The named applicant is responsible for ensuring that data collection or other research activity undertaken by project collaborators outside the UK can clearly be applied to the UK Thoroughbred racing and/or breeding interests.


HBLB grants can be used to fund overseas travel for the named applicant and/or members of the research team, but not for employing a person overseas. For example, within the agreed budget, HBLB grant funding could be used for the named applicant to travel abroad to collect samples but not to fund someone based overseas outside the research team to collect samples and send them back to UK.


9. 
PUBLICATIONS 

If the named applicant and/or his/her colleagues publish information arising from the project in refereed scientific journals, the HBLB must be informed.  This should include the full citation with a digital link to the online version of record (i.e. doi). Pdfs may also be provided if the journal’s copyright agreement permits this. 

10. 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

The HBLB’s support must be acknowledged in written publications and oral presentations arising from the project. All acknowledgements must contain the HBLB grant reference, e.g. SPrj005.

 
11. 
SCIENTIFIC PROCEDURES USING ANIMALS 

Adherence to the HBLB’s Policy on Animals in Veterinary Research forms part of these Terms and Conditions of Research Grants. Acceptance, by any institution/body, of a grant for a project involving the use of animals includes acceptance of the Policy Statement set out at the end of these Terms and Conditions.


12.
LICENCES AND CONSENTS 

The host institution must ensure that all necessary licences and consents required for the project are held throughout the duration of the project and all conditions and requirements attached to such licences and consents are complied with. Copies of any such licences and consents shall be produced to the HBLB on request. 

13. 
NAMED APPLICANT  

If the named applicant moves to another institution during the project, s/he must notify the HBLB in writing before moving, and the HBLB will determine whether the project and grant will move with him/her. S/he must provide whatever information is required by the HBLB to make its decision. 


If a change of named applicant becomes necessary, the HBLB’s approval for such a change must be sought and received in writing, in advance.

14. 
PROTECTION OF COMMERCIALLY RELEVANT INFORMATION AND MANAGEMENT OF DATASETS 

The named applicant or the host institution is requested to inform the HBLB of any results that may be considered commercially valuable, including patent protection, for the purpose of the HBLB’s own evaluation of the outcomes arising from its veterinary investment.


The HBLB should also be advised if publication of the results of the project will be delayed as a result of a patent pending.


The HBLB does not seek to derive any financial benefit arising from its funded projects.

HBLB should be advised of large datasets (such as sequencing data) that are generated as a result of the project  These datasets should be made available to applicants applying for HBLB funding for related work and must be lodged in the public domain in association with our publication policy. 

15. 
TERMINATION OF PROJECTS AND WITHDRAWAL OF GRANTS 

Either the HBLB or the host institution may terminate this funding agreement, and the HBLB may withdraw the grant in full or in part by giving the other party 90 days’ written notice.  

This may be for example on the grounds of unsatisfactory progress, failure to comply with these Terms and Conditions, or for another reason. In such cases, the HBLB will reimburse expenditure properly incurred up to the date of termination and any cost commitments which the host institutions may have entered into and which cannot be cancelled, but will not be liable for any matters or circumstances, including financial, after this date. The HBLB will reimburse salaries contractually payable by the host institution to project staff in lieu of the contracted notice period (or part thereof as appropriate) if necessary.


The grant may be withdrawn in full or in part by the HBLB as set out above when the HBLB or its VAC is not satisfied with the project’s progress, when the PI fails to provide a progress report on request, when the PI or the host institution fails to comply with these Terms and Conditions of Research Grants, or for any other reason.


16.
 ACCEPTANCE OF GRANTS 

Any grant offered for a project is not valid until the grant, these Terms and Conditions of Small Project Research Grants and any other terms or conditions that the HBLB may apply to that project or that grant, have been accepted in writing by the named applicant, the host institution and by any other parties whose acceptance may be required by the HBLB.


17. 
CHANGES TO THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF SMALL PROJECT RESEARCH GRANTS 

The HBLB reserves the right, acting reasonably, to modify or vary these Terms and Conditions of Small Project Research Grants, and to add further Terms and Conditions, at any time.

18. 
LIMITATION OF LIABILITY

Notwithstanding any other provision of these Terms and Conditions of Research Grants, the total aggregate liability of the HBLB and the host institution to each other, whether in negligence or otherwise, shall be limited to the total sum payable by the HBLB to the host institution hereunder.  Neither party shall have any liability to the other for any loss of business, loss of profit, or any indirect or consequential loss.  This Clause 18 shall not apply to any loss for which liability may not be limited under applicable law, such as in cases of death, personal injury or fraud.
DATA PROTECTION 
The HBLB will take all reasonable and appropriate steps to ensure that use and storage of personal data complies with the Data Protection Act 2018.

We will only collect, process, store or share the personal data that is needed to complete our statutory objectives or to comply with applicable law or lawful request - we will not use personal information for any other purpose without seeking prior approval from the data subject.

The HBLB's statutory objectives are to collect the Levy from bookmakers and to apply the funds raised to one or more of the following:

· the improvement of breeds of horses;

· the advancement or encouragement of veterinary science or veterinary education;

· the improvement of horseracing.

In furtherance of these objectives, the HBLB operates several different funding schemes.

Data Collection and Data Use

To operate these schemes the organisation will collect and process personal information concerning funding applications and funded project administration. The personal information that is collected will be appropriate to need.

Access to all personal data is controlled according to need – all funding applications, general records and reports will be subject to review and administrative oversight – therefore any personal data associated with an application or funded project will be seen by authorised HBLB administrative staff, HBLB Board Members, HBLB Auditors, and [anybody else].

The HBLB operates transparently and will publish the outcomes of all funding activities - this will include the results of all funded projects.

Subject Data Rights

All individuals identified within the data processed by the HBLB have the following rights:

· to be told when and how their data will be used

· to request access to their personal data

· to request correction of any personal data that is wrong

· to ask for their personal data to be erased

· to request that processing of their personal data is restricted

· to object to the use of their personal data


Sometimes we may not be able to act on a particular request and when this happens we will explain why.

Personal Data Requests and Issues

To make a request or to raise any issue data subjects can contact the HBLB using the information below:

Data Protection Officer

Horserace Betting Levy Board


10 South Colonnade, Canary Wharf 

London

E14 4PU

dpo@hblb.org.uk
Grantee’s Data Obligations

In applying for funding you accept that if funding is awarded when conducting your proposed activity or project you will:

•
comply with all current UK data protection legislation

•
provide copies of your data protection policies if requested

•
be the data controller for any personal data you collect and process 

•
not process any personal data on behalf of HBLB unless explicitly agreed

•
disclose any reportable data breach to the HBLB as well as the ICO

Further to the above as a grant applicant you must ensure HBLB has accurate contact information.

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION

As a government body the HBLB is subject to the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and may be required to publish information about your application or any funding that may follow unless the requested information is viewed as exempt. 

Exempt information will include, but is not limited to, personal data protected under the Data Protection Act, commercial data, data prejudicial to the conduct of public affairs, some categories of research data, and data expressly given in confidence.

All requests for information will be assessed against the criteria and guidance published by the ICO – for more information please see https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/guide-to-freedom-of-information/
If you have concerns about how Freedom of Information may relate to your funding application you should contact the HBLB Data Protection Officer using the details below.

Contacting the HBLB Data Protection Officer

Our Data Protection Officer can be contacted using this email dpo@hblb.org.uk or further contact information can be found on our website www.hblb.org.uk
ELIGIBLE COSTS      
                                                                                                                           

	Category
	Research Projects 
	Small Projects 

	Staff costs 
	Salaries are allowed for scientific and/or technical staff employed specifically to work on the project at 100% of their time or a lesser percentage

Annual increments are acceptable at a reasonable level

Salaries are NOT allowed for PIs or, normally, HEFCE/SHEFCE funded staff. 

Where the salaries of technical support staff are not included, costs may be included

NB the Spinal Point system applies to all staff salaries   
	NOT allowed for PIs or, normally, HEFCE/SHECE funded staff 

Costs can be included for technical staff. 

NB the Spinal Point system Is used to calculate technicians’ salaries  

	Overheads 
	Automatically set at 40% of total staff costs 
	Not allowed

	Travel 


	Allowable for PI, co-applicants and staff for travel related to the project 

HBLB tariff applies 
	Allowable for PI, co-applicants and staff for travel related to the project 

HBLB tariff applies 

	Conference 

  Fees and  

  travel
	Allowable for PI, co-applicants and staff to maximum of £2,000 per person 
	Not allowed 

	Consumables 
	 See items excluded  1
	 See items excluded  1

	Equipment 
	 See items allowed 2
	See items allowed 2

	Clinical Facilities and services for research purposes 
	Diagnostic procedures, Anaesthesia and surgical services etc can be charged at up to 50% of the hospital or clinic’s usual clinical rate. 

Laboratory sample processing within a Clinical Laboratory can be charged at up to 50% of the hospital or clinic’s usual clinical rate where individual sample processing can be justified.  Storage and batch processing at cost is preferred if feasible.  
	Diagnostic procedures, Anaesthesia and surgical services etc can be charged at up to 50% of the hospital or clinic’s usual clinical rate. 

Laboratory sample processing within a Clinical Laboratory can be charged at up to 50% of the hospital or clinic’s usual clinical rate where individual sample processing can be justified.  Storage and batch processing at cost is preferred if feasible. 

	Animals 
	 See terms 3 
	 See terms 3

	Exam/tuition fees
	Not allowed 
	Not allowed

	Publication costs 
	Up to £ 2,000 to fund open access 
	Not allowed

	Books 
	Not allowed 
	Not allowed


1 excluded:  maintenance, running, insurance, other recurrent costs of equipment including computers.  Any item of equipment >£1,000 must be specifically justified 

   Staff recruitment costs, general office costs inc secretarial/clerical unless project demands unusual level of assistance 

2 permitted: capital, lease or hire cost of essential equipment provided not already available at host institution or collaborating institution 

   Access charges to such equipment at host or other institution   

3 allowed:  cost of breeding and maintaining at institution rate; and purchase cost minus expected sale income (if any)    not allowed: licence fees 

ANIMALS IN VETERINARY RESEARCH: POLICY STATEMENT


1. 
INTRODUCTION 

This policy, on the use of animals including horses and ponies in equine veterinary research, has been developed by the HBLB’s Veterinary Advisory Committee (VAC). It applies to Veterinary Research Projects, Small Projects, Senior Equine Clinical Scholarships, Equine Research Training Scholarships and Equine Post Doctoral Fellowships supported and/or administered by the HBLB. Adherence to the policy forms part of the HBLB’s Terms and Conditions of all the award types listed above. 

2. 
BACKGROUND 

The HBLB funds equine veterinary research under the Betting, Gaming and Lotteries Act 1963, and the health and welfare of equines is of the highest concern to the VAC and to the HBLB. The research supported aims to improve the general care, disease prevention, diagnosis and therapies available to horses and ponies in Britain. This concern with welfare extends to the use of animals in veterinary research projects. 

3. 
GENERAL POLICY 

The HBLB recognises that scientific procedures on animals are, in some circumstances, necessary if equine veterinary research is to continue to attempt to make advances in equine health and welfare. At the same time, it supports the three R’s approach of reduction, refinement and replacement. 

Where other approaches cannot be employed or are unavailable for scientific or technological reasons, the HBLB will support studies involving scientific procedures on animals. Equally, studies involving the development of non-invasive research techniques are encouraged and supported. 

Clinical research must involve appropriate approval and oversight by an institutional ethics committee and owner informed consent for their animals to participate in any study. 

The HBLB will only approve grants for studies that have been recommended by the VAC. The VAC will only recommend approval of grants for projects involving scientific procedures on animals, whether non-invasive or other, when it is satisfied that the specific policy below will be met. 

4. 
SPECIFIC POLICY 

a. 
Responsibility 
Grants will be made for research projects involving scientific procedures on animals only under the supervision of appropriately qualified, experienced and reputable scientists working in bona fide research institutes. 

The institute and the individuals concerned will be responsible for the welfare of the animals from the moment of their procurement until responsibility is passed to another competent, caring person, or the animal is humanely destroyed. 

b. 
Consents 

The institute, the Student/Fellow/Principal Investigator, , and other persons involved in the project, must, as appropriate, comply with the requirements of the Animals (Scientific Procedures) Act 1986 (“the Act”). 

For any study involving scientific procedures on animals, the HBLB’s grant is conditional on the required Home Office, statutory and other consents and licences being in place at all times required. The Student/Fellow/Principal Investigator must provide the HBLB on demand with details of consents and licences relating to the project. 

 c. 
Provenance of horses/ponies 

No horse or pony must be used in the project unless it: 

· has been bred by the institute, or, 

· has been purchased or procured according to policies and procedures laid down by the institute, or, 

· has been donated or loaned to the institute by its owner(s) for scientific purposes. 

Where horses/ponies to be used in the project are donated or loaned to the institute by their owners, the owner’s written prior consent to the use of the animal in the project must be obtained. 

d. 
Husbandry 
The institute will provide suitable facilities and resources - including experienced animal handlers - to accommodate and maintain animals to high standards of care and husbandry, having regard to the provisions of any relevant legislation currently in force. 

Feeding, housing and day-to-day care should be at least as good as that which prevails in an approved BHS riding establishment. This covers, inter alia:  

· quarantine and preventive medicine on arrival, 

· feeding and accommodation, and, 

· grooming and exercise. 

 Scientists and animal handlers will treat all animals in a responsible and humane manner. 

e. 
Conduct of the Research  

The animals will not be subject to any scientific procedures which are unnecessary to the objectives of the project, or which are not included in the research protocol for which the grant has been approved. 

f. 
Disposal of Horses 

Wherever possible, and subject to all relevant legislative requirements, attempts shall be made to find good homes for horses that are fit for release at the end of the project. This includes rehousing with competent, caring individuals, or with charitable organisations. 

In exceptional circumstances where rehoming is impossible, horses should be humanely destroyed on the premises, or be transported, in vehicles inspected and approved by the institute, to an abattoir approved by the institute. 

g. 
Use of Animals in Clinical Research 

Where research is conducted under the Veterinary Surgeons’ Act, the study protocols must be reviewed in advance by the host institute’s local ethical committee.  Research on client-owned animals must involve informed owner consent for their animals’ participation in the study.  Guidelines outlined by the RCVS/BVA joint working party on Ethical Review for Practice-based Research, 2013, must be adhered to 

(see http://www.rcvs.org.uk/ethicalreviewreport). 

5. 
CONCLUSION 

The grant holding institute is responsible for ensuring that all projects which involve scientific procedures on animals and which are being funded by the HBLB can meet this policy, and that the provisions of the policy are adhered to. 

This policy combines the HBLB’s obligation to the advancement of veterinary science with its concern for animal welfare. The policy will be regularly reviewed and updated as appropriate in the light of relevant developments. 
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